Nine million National Insurance payments gone astray
The Taxman has £1.2 billion of unallocated National Insurance.  If some of this is yours, it might reduce the state pension you can claim. Should you be worried?

There’s been some recent press coverage over the Taxman’s admission that over the last five years he’s failed to match nine million P60s (end of year pay, tax and NI certificates) with the corresponding NI records.  Those people affected won’t have received a credit for the NI contributions they have paid.  This means that they’ll have an incomplete NI record. This could also mean they might get a reduced rate of state pension when they retire.  What are the chances that you’re one of those affected?
The majority of those affected will be short-term, student or migrant workers, for which the employer didn’t have all the information needed by the Taxman, e.g. full name, NI number, current address.  For many of them the loss of a chunk of contributions shouldn’t be a problem.  Many migrant workers won’t qualify for a UK pension anyway and in the case of students and other young workers, as long as they have 30 full years of contributions on their NI records by the time they retire, they’ll qualify for a full state pension.  So the loss of some contributions for them won’t make any difference.
However, a relatively small proportion of individuals might lose out.  The points for these people to look out for are where you’ve often changed your employment, or had a duplicated or missing NI number.  But of course, there’s always the possibility that your payroll clerk simply copied your NI number incorrectly onto your P60.
If you’re worried that you might have a gap in your NI record for any reason, it’s easy to obtain a pensions forecast from the National Insurance Contributions Office using the link below.  The forecast will include details of any periods where you have a gap in your NI record, and if you think this is wrong you can ask the NI people to investigate.
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Pensionsandretirementplanning/StatePension/StatePensionforecast/DG_10014008
